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The possible ent which the immaterialist pretends to foeward in 
A thinking substance is conscious of its ——— is conscious that 
thinking being is supposed to be inconsistent with a plumage? pats.” ‘To 
Dr. Brown says “that the v 1 and division: is as inconsistent 
Brown again thought $6 be the affsetion of a single particle, a 
ater, 1 too sil admit of division ; must have top and. tight 
ide and a ‘eft; K inust, as it is demonstrable in geometry, admit of being cut in dif: 
rent byt ifiaite number of strdight Hines} and: eit ‘he of the 
omposition of thought, therefore, remains precisely as before.” H it de supposed,” 
ontinues the, of matter, as not to be 
enialists to be, not only „ but absolutely abeard. But this supposed abr. 2 
3 of ‘self, but 
68s OF 14 1 a being no means, be denied. 
* Brown's Philosophy of the Human Mind. XVI. + Ibid. 
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‘what he calls himself is not many but one ; beat no man is conscious thet the’ taking 
substance called self does not consist of a plurality of parts,—no one is conscious that 
self is inextended. Indeed, in the very notion of unity is involved the notion of s 
number — A unit of time is 0 


— 

0 , er and, in a molecule, an atom may be 
assumed as the unit. In an atom there is an i ite number of either of 
which may be chosen as a unit. ee eee farther, and 
& which has no a werte wer no conception of a unit of 


— or — 
existence of an one, is as 
implies parts — noe as fee 


which it does not possess in its i 
» OF 


5 
— moments. UNIt C space emo des A COUNtLICE numde Faction Witho, Unit 
3 ithout a plu- 
— of unit céndistinig of parts; 
170 otherwise it teaches us nothing. The unity of the thinking being, then, proves 
be to a demonstration that it consists of parts, and equently must be extended. 
is entirely indefinite as 
ie to quantity. An quantity, either great or small, may be assumed as a unit. In 
the 
„ extended and without parts, the unity or oneness of all other substances is equi 
bot evidence of their inextension. All the atoms of every substance in the immen- 
ce sity of space, when considered separately and apart, are units, that is, each atom is 
he not many substances, but one. Therefore, if the unity of.substance necessarily in- 
7 plies the inextension of substance, every atom in the universe must be — be and 
1 without parts, and consequently immaterial. | 7 50 
is If it be said that the universe contains no substances that can be called units, but 
oa that each atom is a plurality of substances, this would not — the difficulty in 
5 upon absurdity ; for a plurality to exis 
inconceivable nonsense... A plural num- 
* to co-exist without ‘the possiblity of the 
a wherever a unity or plurality of sub- 
7 the gross errors which have been embraced by come materialista, both of ancient and i 
de modern times. The great majority of matertaliats have contended that thought and 
5 ties of thought and 8 ized, but as soon as were brought to- 
the result of such union and feeling. Dr. 
ie ticles can have no properties asa w vidual, parts; 
a and. consequently that a thought, or ions of the 
every part of a mee. We most cordially believe 
that a system of particles cannot pos a Which 
: 3 stopped here, his reasonings would have been amply sufficient. ta hav 
i overthrown the errors of Priestley, Darwin, and others who have supposed.thought t. 
, begin and end with organization. But by supposing an individual unity to be inca 
sistent with extension tnd part he has advocated an absurdity ail mors glaring bar 
his reasoning, successfully 
There is another error of a-Waey different nature from the one advocated b 
Priestley and his — which ‘Brown also very clearly exposes. This err 
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IMPORTANT FROM THE GREAT SALT LAKE. 


(From the New York Herald, June, 22, 1849.) 


First GENERAL oF THE First Presipgency or THR Cnuncn or JESUS 
Onnier or LATZER-DAY Saints, FRoM THE GREAT Sats Lake VALLEY, TO 
THE SAINTS SCATTERED THROUGHOUT THE EaRTH—GREETING :— 


Beloved Brethren—Since the General Bpistle of the Twelve Apostles, from 
Winter Quarters, December 23, 1847, many events have transpired, . in 
their nature as ning to the advancement: ef the church, preparatory 
coming of the of ; and we cheerfally improve — ths earliest i re : 
nity, to communicate to you 4 brief history of these events, together 
sel the Holy prs shall — “a 

of 1848 were diligently improv many o apost 
de churches and in differcat par of the States 
counselling and setting in order the things of the kingdom, and in endeavouring to 
are means forthe removal of the church at Winter Quarters to the Great Salt 
Oity ; but, n of the Saints were liberal according to their ability, 
there was not sufficient collected to defray the expences which the presidency 
8 incurred in searching out a new location and other similar operations 
benefit of the church, without rendering them any assistance for their con- 
— a which was finally facilitated by the loan of teams, &c., re the 


‘ottowatamie lands, and friends in and about camp. 
1 he general conte se Pepa on the 6th of April, 1848, held at the Log Tabernacle, 
in I unanimously acknowledged brother Brigham Young to be the president, 
and Heber O. Ki and Willard Richards his‘ceunsellors; the three — — 


— uorum of the first of the Charch of Jesus Christ of Latter-da — 

and Kimball left in — Richards 

in e emigrating es for this place, w arrived in 

anid and found 21 enj almost universal health. 

Amasa Lyman also a 

an ers 

Saints on 


stolen on — of the oes 
upon at the Elk Horn river by a of the nd 
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Bider Woodruff took bls departure for 
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GENERAL ‘EPISTLE. at 
fear, sorrow, desire, and all other affections to 
be little particles of matter. aaa fe ee there was ever a hu- 
man being so void of common sense as to advocate this 2 It is 
—— notion 
which thought and other affections to be a an organized system 
: i : one a t or to be a „ not of a 
ingle particle, but of collection of the 
ing to be a little particle of matter itself, and not a property of either a particle or 
collection raf op The former error has had numerous advocates in such men 
as Priestley, in, &c.; but the latter, so far as we are aware, has had no advo- 
cates. Dr. Brown, however, has attacked not only the former, but the latter error, 
as though it really had an existence in some popular theory. 
(To be Continued.) 
im gence that many of the Saints who were unable to proceed ‘further on their jour- 5 
vey, had settaled — — been exceed- 
ingly blent in aaising grain, crops, vayetables, flocks and herds, and in pre- 
at emigration, union and brotherly love prevailed, 
By the same -we also learned that the unparalleled prosperity of the work : 
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had increased the church in England, and the British dominions adjacent, more than 
7,000 souls ne the previous year; while the power of God, with the power of the 
devil opposing, had been made manifest, as in days of old, to the great joy of the Saints. 
Lyman Wight’s manifesto was received at the same time, which clearly demon- 
strated to the Saints that he was not one with us, consequently the Church dis-fel- 
lowshipped him, and all who shall continue to follow him. 
On our arrival in this valley, we found the brethren had erected four forts, com- 
mostly of houses, including an area of about forty-seven acres, and number. 
ing about 5,000 souls, including our camp. The brethren had succeeded in sowing 
and planting an extensive variety of seeds, at all seasons, from Jan to July, 
on a farm about twelve miles in length, and from one to six in width, including the 
city plot. Most of their early crops were destroyed, in the month of May, by 
crickets and frost, which continued occasionally until June; while the latter harvest 
was injured by drought and frost, which commenced its injuries about the 10th of 
October, and by the out-breaking of herds of cattle. The brethren were not sufii- 
ciently numerous to fight the crickets, irrigate the crops, and fence the farm of 
their extensive planting, consequently they suffered heavy losses ; though the experi- 
ment of last year is sufficient to prove that valuable crops may be raised in this val- 
ley by an attentive and judicious management. : | 
The winter of 1847-8 was very mild, —— abundant, flocks and herds thriving 
thereon, and the earth tillable most of the time during each month; but the win- 
ter of 1848-9 has been very different, more like a severe New England winter. 
Excessive cold commenced.on the Ist of December, and continued till the latter 
part of February. Snow storms were frequent, and though there were several 
thaws, the earth was not without snow during that period, varying from one to 
three feet in depth, both in time and places. The coldest day of the past winter 
was the 5th of February, the mercury falling 33 degrees below freezing point, and 
the warmest day was Sunday, the 25th of February, mercury rising to 21 degrees 
above freezing point, Fahrenheit. Violent and contrary — have been frequent. 


The snow on the surrounding mountains bas been much deeper, which has made 


the wood very difficult of access; while the cattle have become so poor, through 


fasting and scanty fare, that it has been difficult to draw the necessary fuel, and 


many have had to suffer more or less from the want thereof. The winter com- 
menced at an unusual and unexpected moment, and found many of the brethren 
without houses or fuel, and although there has been considerable suffering, there 
has been no death by the frost. Three attempts have been made by the brethren 
with pack animals or snow shoes to visit Fort Bridger, since the snow fell, but 
have failed ; 5 it is expected that Compton will be able to take the Mail east soon 
after April Conference. 

In the former part of February, the Bishops took an inventory of the breadstuff 
in the valley, when it was reported that there was little more than three-fourths of 
@ pound per day for each soul, until the fifth of July; and considerable was known 
to exist which was not reported. Asa natural consequence, some were nearly des- 
titute while others had abundance. The common price of corn since harvest has 
been two dollars ; some have sold for three; at present there is none in the market 
at any price. Wheat has ranged from four to five dollars, and potatoes from six to 
twenty dollars per bushel; and though not to be bought at present, it is expected 
that there will be a good supply for seed by another year. : 

Our public works are prosperous, consisting of a council house, 45 feet square, 
two stories, building by tithing; also a bridge across the Western Jordan, at an 
expense of 700 dollars, and six or seven bridges across minor streams, to be paid by 
a one per cent. property tax; also, a bath-house at the warm spring. 

A field of about 8000 acres has been surveyed south of and bordering on the 
city, and plotted in five and ten acre lots, and a church farm of about 800 acres. 
The five and ten-acre lots were distributed to the brethren, by casting lots, and 
every man is to help to build a pole, ditch, or a stone fence as shall be most conve- 
nient around the whole field, in proportion to the land he draws; also, a canal. on 
the east side, for the purpose of irrigation. There are three grist mills, and five or 
six saw mills in operation, and several more in contemplation. Mill stone, equal, 
to French burr, is found here. | : 
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The location of a tannery and foundry are contemplated as soon as the snows 
leave the mountains. | 

The forts are rapidly breaking up, by the removal of the houses on to the city 
lots; and the city is already assuming the appearance of years, for any ordinary 
country; such is the industry and perseverance of the Saints. a. 

A winter’s hunt, by rival ies of one hundred men each, has destroyed about 
700 wolves and foxes, 2 wolverines, 20 minx and pole cats, 500 hawks, owls, and 
magpies, and 1000 ravens, in this valley and vicinity. : | 

On the return of a portion of the “ Mormon Battalion” through the northern 
part of Western California, they discovered an extensive gold mine, which enabled 
them by a few days delay to bring a sufficient of the dust to make money plentiful 
in this place for all ordinary purposes of publie convenience; in the exchange the 
brethren deposited the gold dust with the presidency, who issued bills or a paper 
currency; and the “ Kirtland Safety Fund” re-signed, is on par with gold. 

Elder Addison Pratt arrived in company with a part of the battalion on the 28th 
of September, 1848, and found his family in health, from whom he had been absent 
about five years, on a mission to the Society Islands, where have been baptized about 
1200 souls; Elder Grouard, who still remains at the islands, having . about 620 
at Aua. The confidence of these native Saints is very great in the work of the 
Lord, and they seek for counsel in all their ways, insomuch that Elder Grouard's 
labors became insupportable, and caused him to risk a voyage of 300 miles in an 
open boat, to bring oo Pratt to his ome ; 8 although he — — 
on this voyage, yet he was prospered, was taken up by a passing vessel, adoomplis 
his mission — A a Aua with brother Pratt; thus by the labors of Elder 
Rogers, who returned and died some two years since, and Elders Pratt and Gro- 
nard, the gospel has been — on some twelve or fifteen of the Western Islands. 

On the Ist of January, John Smith, uncle to the prophet, Joseph Smith, was or- 
dained patriarch to the church, holding the keys and powers thereof, the same as 
Father Joseph Smith and Hyrum. | 

On the 12th of February, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, Erastus Snow, and 
Franklin D. Richards were ordained members of the quorum of the twelve apostles, 
to fill the vacancies occasioned by the removal of three to the first Presidency, and 
Lyman Wight, disfellowshipped. The names of the members of the Twelve Apos-: 
tles, now are, in their order, as follows: | ar 

Orson Hyde, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, John Taylor, 
George A. Smith, Amasa Lyman, Ezra T. Benson, Charles C. Rich, Lorenzo Snow, 
Erastus Snow, and Franklin D. Richards. : 

Of the Presidency of the Seventies, Zera Pulsifer, Levi W. Hancock, Jedidah M. 
Grant, and Henry Herriman are in this valley. Joseph Young and Benjamin L. 
Clapp are in Pottowattamie county, and Albert C. Rockwood is on a mission to 
the Eastern States. Joseph Young is the presiding officer of the Seventies. 

Immediately after filling the quorum of the Twelve Apostles, the first presidency 
assisted by the twelve present in the valley, proceeded to organize a stake of Zion 
at the Great Salt Lake City; Daniel Spencer, president, and David Fulmer and 
Willard Snow, counsellors. | 

The High Council consists of Isaac Morley, Phineas Richards, Shadrach Roundy, 
Henry G. Sherwood, Titas Sitti Eleazer Miller, John Vance, Levi Jackman, 
Ira Eldridge, Elisha H. Groves, William W. Major, and Edwin D. Woolley. _ 

John Young sega the high priests’ quorum, with Counsellors Reynolds 


John ker is president of the elders’ quorum, with counsellors James H. Smith 
and Aaron Savey. | 

The valley is settled for twenty miles south and forty miles north of the city. 
The city is divided into nineteen wards; the country south into three wards, and 
north wards, and over each is ordained a bishop, with his counsellors, with 
Newell K. Whitney, president of the bishops’ quorum, presiding, who has been in- 
structed: to set in order all the lesser officers. aN 

Abont thirty of the brethren have recently gone to the Utah Bree about sixty — 
miles south, to establish a small colony for agricultural purposes, and fishing, hoping 
thereby to lessen the call for beef, which at the present time is rather scarce, at an 
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average of seven and eight cents pound, but will improve with the vegetation. 

The wards of the city, — * of nine 3 three squares, and 
each ward will be fenced by itself this season, on the plan of a big field, for the pur- 
pose of saving time for cultivation. } 

In consequence of Indian depredations on our horses, cattle, and other as 
and the wicked conduct of a few base fellows who came among the Saints, the in- 
habitants of this valley, as is common in new countries generally, have organized a 
pe ee government, to exist during its necessity, or until we can obtain a char- 
ter for a territorial government, a petition for which is already in progress. | 

There have been a large number of schools the past winter, in which the Hebrew, 
Greek, Aba French, German, Tahitian, and English languages have been taught 
successfully. 

Last fall the brethren had liberty to cut all the timber within thirty miles of the 
city, bee they would haul it into the city in the course of the wnter. They 

diligent and done the best they could, but have made but a small begin- 
ning towards securing what there is within fifteen miles. : 
month of March and 1 to the Ath, was very mild and pleasant, and 
many small crickets have made their appearance, but large flocks of plover have 
already come among them, and are making heavy inroads in their ranks. 
For the fature it is not wisdom for the Saints to leave the States or California 


for this place, unless they have team and means sufficient to come through without 


any assistance from the valley; and that they should bring breadstuffs sufficient to 
last them a few months after their arrival ; for the harvest will not be gathered, or 
the — ready for gathering. The inbabitants of the valley will be altogether de- 
pendent on the crop of this season for their support, and will have no time to leave 
their tillage with their teams to bring in emigrating camps as they have hitherto 
done. Beside, quite a number of men, professors and unprofeseors, whose God 
shines best in gold, have left, and are about leaving, for the gold mines, to spend 
the season: the natural consequence of which will be a decrease of labor here in 

i grain, while, many of their families remaining, the number of consumers 
will not decrease in proportion to the laborers. There are an abundance of nutri- 


_ tious roots in this valley, so that we have no fears of starvation; yet all the time 
that is expended in digging for roots will diminish the agricultural labour, and be 


a loss to the next harvest. : 3 
The . of grain since the settling of this valley has caused the slaughter of 
a multitude of cattle, which leaves room for a fresh supply as fast as opportunity 
shall present; and the emigrating brethren will do well to remember that they are 
liable to lose many on their journey ; also their cattle are good property after their 
arrival, and there is no fear to their bringing too many cows, young cattle, sheep, 
oxen, or the choicest breed of stock of any kind, to this — or any of these arti- 
cles are better here than gold, for they will purchase what is to be purchased here 
when gold will not do it ; as will also geese, ducks, turkeys, — guinea-hens, 
domestics, dry goods, groceries, window-glass, nails, (mostly 6, 8, 10, shingle, and 
a few four-penny,) cotton yarn, a variety of dye stuffs, particularly dye setts, paints, 
gum myrrh, copal and shellac, spirits of turpentine, paper, books, saws, files, screws, 
and sheet tin of the best quality, hardware, 2 iron suitable for mills and all 
kinds of farming utensils, sligo sheet iron, steel of various kinds, copper and brass 
sheeting, crockery, glasses, looking-glasses, shoe leather, harnesses, harness trim- 
ming, mill saws, mechanics’ tools, wire of various sizes, door locks and trimmings, 
cupboard and padlocks, all of which are better than cash in this city. Orockery 
and glass of any description had better be packed in cotton for safe conveyance, 
and the cotton will be very useful here. A variety of shoe leather is particularly 
wanted this season, and a amount. ae . 
There are an extensive variety of grain and seeds already in the valley, but that 
should not prevent the Saints from bringing choice seeds from any part of the earth, 
for every thing that can grow here is wanted; and a large amount of the 
orange, Cherokee rose tree, and English hawthorn seeds are needed this year 
for hedges, and the potato, or hill onion, for eating; also lobelia, mulberry, and 
black locust seed. Any amount of unadulterated silesia, or French beet seed, 
would be useful here this season. = E 
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The brethren in Pottowatamie, who cannot fit themselves ont this season as we. 
have suggested, will do well to continue where they are, striving for the same ob- 
ject the next year; and the Saints in the United States, Canada, Europe, Asia, and 
Africa, will continue to gather on the Pottowatamie lands, and prepare for their 
future journey agreeable to our previous instruction. Notwithstanding, if there 
are young or single men, or men of families, (who can leave them comfortably pro- 
vided for to come on next season,) who can be spared from Pottowatamie, to come 
on here this season, and raise grain, build houses, &c., it would be well for them to 
come; for one such man here can do more, in providing for the future arrival and 
wants of the Saints, than three can in tarrying in Iowa; but if they have a golden 
god in their hearts, they had better stay where they are. Let all these things be 
decided in wisdom by the council which is among ou. 7 

The Twelve at Pottowatamie will see that copies of this epistle are forwarded to 
the Saints in all the Eastern nations. | 5 

Elder Amasa Lyman is 5 to carry this epistle to the Saints in Western 
California, and cause it to be lated among the brethren in the western hemis- 
= as far as possible; not forgetting the Society Islands, whither Elder Addison 

ratt, with his family, and other elders, are expecting to repair the present season. 

We would remind the Saints in Western California, who are not coming: hither 
this season, that they have it in their power to do much pood, by forwarding to this 
place their tithing and donations, to the extent of their ability; and the more liberal 
they are in this thing, this season, the more they will have to bring with them when 
they come; for their offerings are now needed by the b ving Saints, and the Lord has 

ut it in your power to help them, and your stewardship will be required at your 
— and as you give, so it will be given unto you. Pe | | 

Several elders have already received their appointment on foreign missions, to 
the Western Islands, England, and various nations, but wisdom dictates that their 
labors be retained here, at least until after the approaching harvest. : 3 

Brothers Parley P. Pratt and John Taylor, as well as Amasa Lyman and those 
of the Twelve recently ordained, are in this place, and are labouring night and day 
to do good to the church and locate their families comfortably, so that they can 

in have the privilege of going forth to the nations and preaching the gospel. 
If the Saints abroad want to see the elders from this place, let them send us their 
means according to their ability, that the hands of the faithful may be let loose; 
that the cords with which they are bound may be severed, and that the elders of 
Israel may feel themselves free as air, and with joyful hearts leave their families and 
kindred and all that is dear to them here, and soar away as on eagles’ wings to the 
nations, proclaim the gospel of salvation, the day of deliverance to the oppressed ; 
gather the outcasts of Judah and the remnants of Ephraim from the four winds to 
the place of their inheritance; that Zion may be built up, Jerusalem re-established, 
and the glory of the latter day fill the earth. ae 

We have often told the Saints that those who come to this place should be fully 
determined to keep the commandments of God and work righteousness, otherwise 
they could not expect the blessing of heaven to rest upon them ; for there is nothing 
here which need to hinder any man from doing right; and, knowing as we do the 
temptations and designs of the enemy of all good in endeavouring to lead men astray 
from the path of duty, we are constrained to say to the Saints, that those whose 
hearts are not fully set in them to work righteousness and follow the counsel of 
those whom God has appointed to lead ee in these last days, but those who 
love a little shining dust, or filthy lucre, and care more to gratify their own covet- 
ous propensities, by running hither and thither after they have arrived at this place, 
like the wind upon the mountains, they had better keep away; such Saints are not 
wanted here : God has no use for them, neither have his servants ; for the kingdom 
of heaven can easier be built up without them than with them. i 

The Saints need not — that, because they cannot all gather to this stake of 
Zion at the present time, there is nothing for them to do. Let the elders preach 
the everywhere, as they have the 1 and let all Saints everywhere 
watch pray without oeasing, lest they be foun 1 as at midnight, and 
the bridegroom should make his appearance and close the door against them; for 
there never has been a time, since the coming forth of the Book of Mormon, when 
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“there has been a wider field opened for the exercise of faith and good works, with 
a prospect of success therein, at the present. 


The public buildings and other public works necessary for establishing a stake of 
Zion at this place, —— a great amount of means, besides labor and many mate. 
rials, such as window-glass, nails, door trimmings and fixtures, fastenings, and trim. 
mings of various descriptions will be wanted before they can be manufactured here; 
all of which will require means to purchase and transport. We have therefore appoint. 
ed Elder Orson Hyde our agent in the United States generally, to receive and gather 
tithing and donations. We have also appointed Elder Wilford Woodruff our agent 
to receive and gather tithing and donations in Canada, Nova Scotia, New Bruns. 
wick, and adjacent islands, as he shall have opportunity. We have also * 
Elder Orson Pratt, of Liverpool, our agent to receive and —— tithing and dona. 
tions in England and the British Islands, and from all the Saints adjacent ; and we 
invite all the Saints in the east to be faithful and diligent in making their remit. 
tances to these our agents, that we may speedily have means to procure such mate. 
rials as are necessary to prosecute the work the Lord has given us to do; and our 
agents will keep an accurate and detailed account of all such tithing and donations, 
and the same only to our order. 

On the 4th of April there was a heavy snow- storm in the valley, but the earth 
was clear again by mid-day of the 5th. Some rain on the 6th caused an adjourn. 


‘ment of the annual conference of the church till the 7th, and the day was spent in 


preaching and teaching, and conference closed on Sabbath, P. M., having been at- 
tended by a large assembly of the Saints, who unanimously acknowledged the 
several officers mentioned in this epistle. 

To Elder Parley P. Pratt has been assigned a mission to the Western Islands, 
whither he is expecting to go before. another winter. It is also expected during 
the same period that Elder Charles C. Rich will enter on the mission assigned him, 
by locating himself and family somewhere in Western California. 

That the Saints may be faithful in every good word and work, and be diligent in 
all things, and yet not by haste and waste, which bringeth destruction; inas- 
much as they cannot be prepared to come to this place this season, let them be per. 
severing in making preparation, and wait their time in patience, and it shall be well 
with them; for the Ady! 
heart and cheerfulness of countenance, so that every burden will be light and every 
yoke easy, which is the prayer of your brethren in the new and everlasting covenant, 
and your servants continually for Christ’s sake. Amen. 


BRIGHAM Youne, 
HERREN OC. KIMBALL, 
WILLARD RIcHARDS. 


THE MORMON SETTLEMENT IN THE GREAT SALT LAKE VALLEY. 


- We wish to call the reader's attention to the new and most extraordinary con- 
dition of the Mormons. Several thousand of them have found a pasting: p e in 
the most remarkable spot on the North American continent.—Since the children of 
Israel wandered through the. Wilderness, or the Crusaders rushed on Palestine, 
there has been nothing so historically singular as the emigration and recent settle- 
mont of the Mormons, Thousands of them came from the Manchesters and Shef- 
fields of England, to join other thousands congregated from Western New York, 
and New York and New England—boasted descendants of the pilgrim fathers—to- 
gether to follow after a new Jerusalem in the West. Having a temple amid the 
churches and schools of Lake county, Ohio, and driven from it by pres opinion, 
they build the Nauvoo of Illinois, It becomes a great town.. Twenty thousand 
people flock to it. They are again assaulted by popular persecution ; their prophet 
murdered, their town depopulated, and finally their temple burned! Does all this 
persecution to which they have been subjected destroy them? Not at all. Seven 
thousand are now settled, in flourishing cireumstances, on the Plateau summit of 
the North American continent. Thousands more are about to join them from Iowa, 
and thousands more are coming from Wales. The spectacle is most singular, and 


Spirit will dwell with them, which will eause: gladness of 
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this is one ef the singular episodes of the great drama of this age. The on 
which the Mormons are now settled, is, geographically, one of the most — 
in the western world. Cinoinnati Atlas. 

The Mormon Saints, after enduring all the sufferings of persecution in Missouri 
and Illionis, many of their leaders and apostles having been slain, and the whole 
body of the survivors having been hunted from place to place, have, at last, found a 
New Jerusalem, or Holy Land, in the Great Salt Lake Valley, situated between 
the Rocky Mountains and the Sierra Nevada, which belongs to the territory of 
California, and may be called Eastern California. This is one of the most remark- 
able regions on the face of the globe. 

The Mormons have just issued their first General Epistle to all the Latter-day 
Saints throughout the whole earth. It appears that they have commenced a most 
prosperous settlement. Certainly they have a vast country before them. One of 
their fields contains eight thousand acres, and none of their corn patches numbe 
less than a thousand acres. There they count mountains and rivers, and gold 
mines, and the richest pasturage, and flocks and herds innumerable amongst their 

ions. It is generally supposed that the eastern side of the Sierra Nevada, 
and the streams running from it, will be found to be as full of gold dust as the 
western side on the Sacramento. There is no reason to suppose that the geological 
features of one side of the mountain differ from those which have been dev 
on the other. Well, the Mormons possess all that country. They are an in 
trious race, and are well qualified to develop the resources of the rich region in 
which they have now located themselves. This is, indeed, probably their New Jeru- 
salem, where they will be able to build up a city with pillars of gold, slated with 
silver, and paved with rubies and emeralds. Who knows? According to the ob- 
servations on that region made by Fremont, and Abert, and Kearney, and others, 
some portions of that country are really wonderful. It seem to be a sort of Holy 
Land on a large scale. It has the Salt Sea in it, much larger than that of Pales. 
tine; and it has also a Jordan, a Mount Horeb, and almost all the great features of 
the ancient Holy Land, but on a tremendously large scale. Brigham Young seems 
to be the Moses of the whole concern. 

This expedition of the Mormons has some analogy to that of the exodus of the 
Israelites from Egypt. Illinois, and Missouri, and Iowa have been to the Mormons 
the land of bondage from which they have escaped, and in which their leaders and 
saints were shot down, in the way that we shot down the “ mob” in Massacre- 
place, up-town. Now they promise to become a free, erful, and perous 
people. They have a great deal of religion, and a great , of cant. But cant is 
a very necessary thing in a cold climate. It keeps them warm.—N. York Herald. 


ebe Latter-day Haints’ PAMennial Star. 


AUGUST 1, 1849. | 
Our beloved brother, Elder William Howell, from Wales, has been ordained to the 
High Priesthood, and a few days since started on his mission to the west of France. 
We have great confidence that the Lord will bless the labors of Brother Howell in 
that Land. We wish to use every exertion to establish the gospel as permanently 
among the French as it is now established among the English. __ 


Items or News From Counom Buiurrs.—Elder George A. Smith writes from 
Council Bluffs, Iowa, under date of May 28th, from which we learn that the Welsh 
company of Saints arrived at that — on the 17th. They suffered extremely from 
the cholera while ing up the Missouri river. The most of that company will 
remain at the to make preparations to receive the Welsh 1 Bro- 
ther James Bond, who was reported as dead, arrived safely at the B Cholera 
was raging fearfully in most of the towns on the Missouri river. 3 
"Kinkaid and Livingston, merchants at St. Louis, were sending over about fi 
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_ extremely well. The winter wheat also promises an abundant crop. The season 
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tons of goods to the valley of the Great Salt Lake: these goods had arrived at the 
Bluffs, and the company was soon to leave for the great western plains. 500 
waggons, bound for the gold regions, had. crossed the Missouri river at the Bluffs: 
about 12,000 waggons had crossed the river at the different points below. Elder 
Smith says, The world is perfectly crazy after = It is estimated that 40,000 
men are on their way overland in search of.the yellow dirt. Brother Hawkins told 
= to-day that, while in California, he washed out 750 dollars worth of gold in half 
a day. 
“A. W. Babbit left this place on Thursday for the Great Salt Lake in company 
with six men, 18 mules, and several horses.” He carries the mail. He says, he 
sleeps on the wind, (alias, India rubber bags filled with air,) and intends to g0 
through in 30 days. The Indians on the plains have lost many of their horses 
the hard winter. We hope they will not steal any of Babbit’s horses; but they will 


uire watching.” | 

"Brother Compton and his company had just arrived with the mail from the Great 
Salt Lake. They came 1 fo 42 days. They had to swim many of the 
streame that are generally fordable, and had to beat way through mountain 
snows for 100 miles.” They met the first company of California gold seekers 130 
miles east of fort Laramie. Captain Compton had to leave the road for 200 miles 
to give them a chance to pass. 

4 — makers, blacksmiths, and carpenters will remain here to build * 
gons and prepare to fit out the emigrants for the mountains. I am making all the 


exertions in my power to get away. It is getting late in the season already; but 


if I can find any thing in the neighbourhood of a fit out, I shall go between this 
and the first of ~~: Brother Orson Spencer’s — is expected to roll into 
to-morrow. great quantity of spring wheat has been sowed, and it looks 
has been backward. Much cold and rain. The Indian corn crop will be late; 
much has not yet been planted. cs 


QUESTIONS FOR THE LATTER- DAT SAINTS. | 
BT THE REV. F. AUSTIN, A ROMAN CATHOLIC MINISTER. 


a. ion“ What order is to be observed? Are we to believe in God on the 
authority of the bible? or are we to believe the bible on the authority of God? 

Answer.—We are to believe in both God and the bible, on the authority of evidence. 
Evidence is the foundation of all belief; for instance God reveals himself to his ser- 


vants, and sends them forth to testify of his existence, and also of the truth of his word. 


These servants, having not only a belief in the word of God and in his existence, but 
an actual knowledge by revelation, go forth and testify to that which they know : this 
evidence will be a savor of life unto life to all who believe and obey, and a savor of 
death unto death unto all who believe not. On the testimony of inspired men sent of 
God, mankind in all ages have been they believed or 
believed. The testimony of men, however learned or pious they may be, who have 
never received a revelation from God, will have no effect upon the world either to jus- 
tify or condemn them. A church without new revelation have not the testimony of 
Jesus, which is the spirit of prophecy ; and without the testimony of Jesus the world 
cannot be condemned through their preaching. Therefore we are to believe in God 
and in his word on the authority of those whom he sends by new revelation, or else 
we shall be condemned. „ 

2. Question.“ If we are to believe in Ged on the authority of the bible, on whose 
authority are we to believe the bible, according to Mormonite principles? ä 

Answer.—We are to believe in both God and his word, on the authority of his in- 
spired messengers who are sent to testify of the truth. | | | 

3. ion.—‘ And if we are to believe the bible on the authority of the God of 
— 28 have any proof without the bible that such a God really ex- 

Answer.—The testimony of God’s messengers is a proof or evidence both of the ex- 
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istence of God and of the truth of his word, which will prove the salvation or damna- 
tion of all who receive or reject such testimony. —- : 

4. Question.—“If man be — and likeness of God, 
does this likeness consist in his having all the qualities of God, or only some? and if 
only some, which ?” | 
Answer.—This likeness consists in his having the quality of form or shape. The 
irits of men in the beginning were created in the form or shape of the spirits of the 
father and Son. The external form of the fleshly bodies of men resemb in shape 


5. Question.“ If the God of the Mormonites have passions, may he not be led 
astray by his passions? Man often is. If the likeness be in every thing, he must be 

Passion makes man swerve from the truth, if the resemblance be in every 
thing, the God of the Mormonites must be liable to swerve from truth likewise. 


ae — hen first created w: pronounced good with all: the of 

nswer.— w was i rest 

this creation. His passions then were all gend they became corrupted only through 

disobedience. 
ion man 


not T er act that would 


‘ does wa 
his actions in full until it is too late; not so with God, his knowledge effectually 


swerve e princi ight, whi ill for ever govern hi 
high and exalted character. 

6. ee ited, how can we know him to be a God of 
infinite truth—a God that cannot lie ?” | 

Answer.—God is not essentially limited in any of his attributes. He is infinite in 
wisdom, know and goodness; he is infinite in justice, mercy and truth; he has 
all power to do r 
7. Euestion.—“ If be limited in his nature, how can his mind take in the 
knowledge of all the past which has extended back from all eternity? 

Answer. God is not limited in his nature; hence the past is known to him as well 
as the t. 7 

„ ing that all the future might be divined in succession, 
how can a limited mind take in at once the entire future which will never end? 
Answer.— God's mind is not limited in knowledge; therefore the future is known 
to him as well as the t. : | 

9. Question. How can a being, limited to time, know the future at all? By 
logical conclusions, the relation of cause and effect. But if the effects do not neces- 
sarily follow certain causes, how can they be known for certain? 


Answer.—God and all of his t works are limited to duration or time. 
It could not possibly be otherwise. does not exist in the past, neither does he 
exist in the but he exists Now]. He has existed in the past, he will exist in 


the future; but he exists now, that is, in the present. All the acts of God and man 
must take in time. God nor nothing else could possibly exist without being limited 
to time. @ away duration and no being can possibly conceive of existence. God 
has nowhere rev how he knows the future, but he has revealed that he does know 
the future. He may know it by the relation of cause and effect. He may know it 
independently of cause and effect ; or directly and intuitively the same as man knows 


22 
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der 
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old 
he ter nal Iorm Cc me Spiritual Doodles OF men, and these again ssembie m snave 
he the external form of the Father of Spirits. 
go 
by 
ill 
91 How then should we believe the bible true on the authority of such a God as that o 
he 
ain 
30 
les 
a He could not love the works of his hands, nor desire their happiness, nor rejoice in 
to his wi and knowledge he knows how to regulate his passions in the possible 
ks manner to maintain his own glory, and promote the well being of his creatures. Be- 
on ce of hi infinite and Knowledge ther is no danger of his suffering his pas 
2; bons to be enticed and led astray. Man, because he is a being of finite wisdom and 
knowledge, frequently suffers his passions to be enticed and overcome by that which 
re- 
4@ serves him from all actions which are inconsistent with the great pe — of his 
ne 
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or perceives his own existence, Man knows that he himself feels, and thinks, and re. 
mem and wills, but he cannot tell how he knows these things. We believe these 
powers to be the original ibilities of the mind, but we cannot tell why the 
mind possesses these s ibilities. So we believe God foreknowledge, but 
whether it be an original principle of his nature, or whether he foreknows by the 
relation of cause and effect is not revealed. Reason would seem to say that it is by an 
original principle of his nature. 3 : | 

10. ion. Do the acts of our free will necessarily follow from any previous 
cause? And if they do, how can that be called an act of will, which necessarily 
follows a previous cause? And if they do not, how can a being limited to time know 
them before they happen ?” | 

eee The will of the mind is the cause, the 
acts are the necessary effects flowing from it. The mind wills according to motives, 
Motives are the causes which govern the will. ‘The mind has the power of origi 
ting the motive. The mind, therefore, is free to originate kinds of 
motives: these motives govern the will, and the will governs the acts. We 
believe the mind to be perfectly free to constitute a motive, to annul it, or change it 
for another; and therefore it follows, that it must in this sense be free in willing and 


acting. God does foreknow the acts of mind, but how, revelation, as we said 
above, does not inform us. There are many things which we know, yet we are en- 
tirely unable to assign any reason for that know . It is as much a mystery to 


us God should know the present as it is that he should know the future acts of 
mind. r other substance should have 
5 


the quality of thi eeling, or knowing at all. it is no more m 
rious to us that Glod should kno xe 


uld know the future, than it is that he should have the quality 


: pees caging. Can any one tell why the Deity, or man either, knows or feels 


e know that God is with the quality of knowledge, but no 
one can render any reason how or w eee eee We can 
say that it is an i or original quality of his nature; and wi — le — 
we can say, that it is an inherent or original quality of his nature to know 
The latter is no more an impossible quality than the former. When man can assign a 
reason why the substance of the Deity has the susceptibility of knowing or perceiving 
— — 
11. ion.—* And if he cannot foresee the acts of man’s free will, how can he 
foresee the revolutions which flow as consequences from them? And if he does not, 
how could he be the author of the prophecies contained in scripture ?”’ 
Answer.—God is the author of scriptural hecy, th he can foresee the 


Europe when he is in America? | | | 
en substances are alike, that is no evidence that 
man, and yet, we all know, that it has not the qualities of a man. A wise man may 


es may resemble each other. The 
of many elastic substances be- 
various mediums with different 
may be affected, not 
the ear of flesh, but it 
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acts of the minds of men, and the revolutions which flow as consequences from them. I inf 

| 12. Question. If the God of the Mormonites be like a man in figure, we must ‘hei 

| sources for information; his ears, in consequence, for hearing must be dependent on 

the transmission of sound. How, then, can he hear his people praying to him in I bis 

xix. 

in 

1 

mon 

nave ihe figure or a polish man, anc ye 0e ar superior to Dim In the qual es Oo suct 

wisdom, knowledge and understanding. God may have the figure of a man, and yet 

have many qualities and susceptibilities which man has not got. 3 of twe 

spiritual body of the Deity is altogether a different kind of substance from the fg 

The substances are be! 

entirely different, therefore, though the figures should resemble each other, this is no § | 

evidence that all the qualities must be alike. The ear of the fleshly body may be af. vill 

fected by the vibrations of our atmosphere; the ear of a spiri — may be affected f 

in an entirely different manner, and yet their velc 

. ear of the fleshly body may be affected by the one 
sides the atmosphere. Sound is conveyed 

atmosphere and elastic mediums whi refe 
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affected by a vast number of other more subtle and refined mediuma, which may trans 
fer sound with a velocity immensely superior to any motion with which we are 


A refined medium which would convey sound with no greater velocity than that of light, 
would carry information from E aioe America in less than the sixtieth of a 
all n 


second. But if God foreknows he must have foreknown all our 
prayers millions of ages before we were and must also have foreknown the 
the precise time when we would pray, and the kind of spirit or feeling, and the de- 


; and, therefore, with a foreknowledge of all things, there would be no neces- 
sity for his receiving information of = by the transmission of sound; he 
would know and understand our prayers the moment they were offered up, the same 
as he knew them and understood them in ages before they were offered up. He that 
formed the ear shall he not hear.” Because God knows the nature of music, that is 
no reason why he may not rejoice in hearing music. One use, then, of the ears of his 
spiritual body is, no doubt, to hear and rejoice in delightful music, not that it increases 
his knowledge, but it is joyful to his ear. The ear of man serves a double pu : 
it is not only a medium of information, but a medium of sounds that are delightful to 
the mind. The ear of the Lord may be delighted with sounds, though he receive 
no additional knowledge by those sounds. | 


of faith that would accompany each prayer; and if he knew all these things be- 
— must — the moment they do come to 
pass 


13. Question.“ As it appears there are many stars, according to the “ Millennial 


Star,” (Vol. x., page 333), which are so distant that it would take thirty thousand 
years for light to travel from them to our world; are these stars within the dominions 


of the of the Mormonites or not? If they are not, have they a God of their 


own? 
Answér.—There is one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, 


and in you all.” (Eph. iv. 6.) In him we live, and move, and have our being.” (Acts 


wii. 28.) This God hath created all things by his Son. By him “he made the 
worlds.” (Heb. i. 1, 2.) By him were all things created that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or prin- 
cipalities, or powers; all things were created by him and for him; and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist.” (Col. i. 16,17.) Thou hast created all 
things, and for thy pleasure, they are and were created. iv. 11.) The God 
of the scriptures is our God. e Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, being one God, is 
our God. His dominions are stretched out through the immensity of space; and 
wherever his dominions extend, there his Holy Ghost extends.* c 
14. Question.“ If the different . ger, of the universe, ing, perhaps, to 
infinite distances through the regions of infinite have each of Gods of 
their own, is there one S e God over them all or not? And if there is, is he 
like man as well as the of the Mormonites? 

Answer. The God of the bible is our God; and he is the Supreme God over all 
his works; he is the “ King of kings, and Lord of lords.” (1 Tim. vi. 15; also Rev. 
xix. 16.) He is like man in his“ image and likeness,” but infinitely superior to man 
in his qualities and attributes. 
15. Question.“ If these stars are within the dominions of the God of the Mor- 
monites, then when he goes to visit that part of his dominions, how can he hear us at 
such a distance? 
Answer.—The answer to this question will be found in the answer to question 
twelfth. It matters not where the person of God is, if he have the knowledge of all 
things future, then he has a knowledge of our prayers at the very moment they are 
offered up, as well as to know about them ages before. If this is not the case, then 
he has not the foreknow! of all things. 


16. Question.“ If it takes 30,000 years for the transmission of light, how long 


nswer.— answer to this question depend together upon e proporti 

velocity of sound to that of ight. Sound, in our here, is transmitted about 
one million times slower than light; hence, with that velocity, it would take about 


* For my views more fully on the nature and attributes of the Godhead, the reader is 
refered to my Treatise, entitled Absurdities of Immaterialism.” © : 


4 


‘ 
* 
1 
* 
4 
10 
* 
a 
8 
As 
— 


before he can hear our prayers 7 
Answer.—If God knows all things, sound cannot convey to him any additional 


5 If he always remains here, what must become of those parts 
18. ion —* what must of 
of toa all parts of his dominions, 

newer .— 0 iri is in governing and 
. all — — to the mind and will of the Father and Son. The 
persons of the Father and Son visit such portions of their dominions as they think 
proper 


19. Question.“ If he be like man, his legs must be the organs of motion; if not, 
as on land? Or has he wings, or how? or some organ of motion we have not got? And 
if we have not got this organ, how can we be created to his image and likeness, sup. 
posing the resemblance in every thing ?” : 

Answer.—The resemblance between man and God has reference, as we have 
already observed, to the shape or figure; other qualities may or may not resemble each 
other. Man has legs, so has as is evident from his 3 
Man walks with his legs, so does God sometimes, as is evident from his going with 


with Jacob. His image and likeness was so much like man’s, that Jacob at first sup 


in 
many powers that man has not got. He can go upwards through the air. He can 
waft himself from world to — 2 his own self-moving powers. These are 
not possessed by man only through faith, as in the instances of Enoch and Elijah. 
Therefore, though in the figure of a man, he has powers far superior to man. 
20. Question.— When God appears surrounded with glory, is this glory essential to 
him or not? If essential, how can he lay it aside, as he seems to have done when he 
appeared to Abraham? If his appearing so does not prove it essential, how does his 
appearance in the form of a man prove form essential to him?” 
Answer.—The glory of God is essential to him under all circumstances, whether 
his person is visible or invisible—whether man is permitted to behold that. glory or 
not. He never —— his ‘glory, ough he may not always render it visible to 


mortals. ‘“ The of glory, says the martyr ote unto our father 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Acts, vii. 2. 
But because he showed Abraham his person, it did not necessarily follow that he must 
also show him his glory. The person of God is one thing, and his glory is another; 
they are inseparably connected. He cannot —— — nr lay it 
aside, but he can hide his glory from the gaze of man, or he can it and his per- 
son also, or he can reveal his person and not his glory. The visibility or the invisi- 
bility of the glory of God does not render it non-essential to him. The is just 
as essential as his image and likeness, and his image or likeness, resembling that of 
man's, is as essential as his glory—neither can be laid aside, though one or may 
be rendered visible or invisible. | 4 

21. Question.“ If he be no bigger than a man, how can he be hi than heaven, 
deeper than hell, the measure of him larger than the earth and than the sea? 
—See book of Job, xi. 8 and 9. ; 

Answer.—These were not the sayings of Job, but the sentiments of Zophar the 
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‘thirty thousand mililon of years: for sound to travel to the most distant luminou 
bodies that have been discovered through the aid of the telescope. If sound travelled 
tothe most distant bodies yet discovered in less than one second. If light 
wf may not be some more refined spiritual substances which can traverse space 
ith a velocity one billion times swifter than light. 3 
| es $6 And how many loath mneat it. 
the air without using hi as in ) ing. Xvi. 
xi. 5; also xxxv. sen breaking of 
day ;” after which Jacob says—“I have seen God face to 
served. — Gen. XXIII. 24—30. That this person had legs is evident from — 
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has.“ Job, 2. 7. ‘The words of Zophar, re, are not to be 
upon, according to the Lord’s own testimony, unless they can be proved true from some 
God's Holy Spi as we linve already extends through all 
his dominions, and may truly be said to be “ as high as heaven or “longer than the 
earth, or broader than the sea. 

22. Question.—* If his presence do not extend beyond his size, that is, the size of a 
man, how could he divide the waters of the sea—how could he hold them up? If 
hold up water; and it must be remembered that a person must be present where he 
acts. | 
Answer.—He could divide the waters of the sea, and hold them oS 
presence of his Holy Spirit, which not only moves upon the face of the waters, but 
is likewise in and through the waters, ee them and controlling all the elements 
according to the mind of God. It is the act Oe a ee 
all the phenomena ascribed to the laws of nature, as well as many of the deviations 
from ct ea commonly called miracles; it extends, like the golden rays of the 
bright luminary of heaven, ee 4 ohana it — life and — through 
all the varied speties of animated bei and gilds the starry firmament with a mag- 
nificent splendour, celestial, immortal, and eternal. | 

23. Question. Is the Holy Ghost a dove? or has he the shape and size of a dove ? 
and if his appearance as a dove does not prove him to bea dove, nor to be of the 
E like a man to Abraham prove him 
to be a man, or to have the shape and size of a man? | 

Answer.— The Holy Ghost descended in a bodily shape like a dove” and rested 
upon our Saviour, It on the day of pentecost to one hundred and twenty 
disciples in the form of “ cloven tongues, like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them, 
and“ they were filled with the Holy Ghost.” It filled all 3 
were sitting. It appears by these instances that the Holy Ghost is a widely diff 
substance, existing in large e Ae or it could not have sat upon so many persons 
at the same time, and filled the whole house where they were sitting. From these 
facts we learn that different portions of the Holy Ghost can assume different forms at 
different times. But we have no such instances when the person of God has been 
manifested. Qn all occasions when he was seen by Abraham, Jacob, Moses, the 
seventy elders of Israel, Micaiah, Isaiah, down until the coming of Jesus in the flesh, 
he a in the form and size of a man. Because the different parts of that inex- 


his personal image and size to be as permanent and essential as man's. — E. 


INTERESTING FROM THE Piarns.—The “ Cleveland Herald” publishes the follow- 
ee 15th, from A. G. Lawrence, of 
eve — 
“ The amount of emigration over the Plains is immense, beyond all estimate. It 
is predicted there will be extreme distress and privation among the emigrating cara- 
vans. The average distance the teams travel per day is about 16 miles. There have 
been more than 20,000 mules, oxen and horses gone forth from Independence alone; 
from St. Joseph about 15,000; and the whole region at this moment seems like one 
tented field for miles and miles in all directions. There are more than 50,000 ani- 


mals on the Plains at the very lowest estimate, and more than nine-tenths are travel- 


ling along the same track. 
Recommendations are about to be made officially from this point to the general 
government to furnish relief as soon as possible, to be forwarded on to the Plains for 


all reproved by the Almighty for having spoken wrongfully concerning God:“ The * 
(ard said t0 Bliphes the Temanite, My wrath sgaingt thes, afd againet 
vide Spirit, hz different shapes, that is no 
sm evidence change hi — e and likeness. If man in the begin- | 

ning was created in his image and likeness—if 4 e has, when he has been seen, always 

appeared in the shape of a man—if Jesus, who is known to be in the form of man, is 

in the “ exp | of the F'ather’s n, then we have no evidence to 
— e 


